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Fairfield Area Elementary School Family Engagement Policy
2023-2024 School year

The Fairfield Area School District recognizes that the involvement of parents and their support of student learning are important factors in helping students meet with success. School Board Policy #918 TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT states: “The Board recognizes that parent engagement contributes to the achievement of academic standards by students participating in Title I programs. The Board views the education of students as a cooperative effort among the school, parents/guardians and community.”
 
The Fairfield Area School District: Fairfield Area Elementary School recognizes the importance of developing and maintaining ongoing communications with parents of students who are receiving assistance in our Title I program. It is important that parents receive information concerning their opportunities for engagement, their child's eligibility for the Title I program, their child's educational progress, and their rights as parents to receive information and to participate in the education of their children.

To assist parents in becoming active participants, the following programs and procedures have been created.
· I. Families are encouraged to be involved in the planning, review, and improvement of the school’s Parent Involvement Policy by providing input at the annual Title I meeting, PTO meetings, and/or parent-teacher conferences. Families are also encouraged to be a part of 

· II. An annual meeting will be held on in the fall and/or spring of each year to inform parents/families of students participating in the Title I program about the school's participation in the Title I program and to explain the requirements of the program and their right to be involved. Parents/Families will be provided with information regarding the services offered by Title I. Particular attention shall be given to reaching those parents/families who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background.

·  III. In order to maximize parent/family involvement and participation in their child’s education, we offer multiple ways for families to engage with the teachers and other school personnel. The communication means include daily emails and phone calls, as well as the use of electronic platforms. Clever and Class Dojo platforms allow teachers to communicate daily learning goals and materials. We also provide our students in Grade 4 with daily agenda planners. All students receive take-home folders which help to organize homework and other items that need transported to and from school. Our Skyward Student Management System provides an avenue for families to view grades and attendance. We also use Zoom or Google Meet to engage families virtually as needed. We offer opportunities for parent conferences to be offered at various times during the day, using in-person or virtual formats.

·  IV. Families are encouraged to be involved in the planning, review, and improvement of the school’s Title I program by providing input at the annual Title I meeting and/or monthly PTO meetings. Families are also encouraged to reach out directly to building administration. 

· V. Fairfield Area Elementary School staff will involve families in the joint development of the School-Wide Program Plan under Section 1118 per ESEA (Section 1118 (c) (3)) through discussions and planning at the Annual Title I meeting, PTO meetings, and parent teacher conferences. 

· VI. Families of participating children will be provided with timely information about the Title I program through teacher communication, school website and/or informational letters sent to families via our Skyward Student Management System and the classroom teachers’ platforms. 

· VII. Penn Hills Elementary School staff will provide families of participating children with a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet at the annual Title I meeting and during our fall Open House events.

·  VIII. Supporting a partnership between school, families, and the community to improve student academic achievement, Fairfield Area Elementary will provide assistance to parents/families of children served by Title I in understanding these topics at Title I meetings and our annual Open House events: - Pennsylvania’s Core Standards - Curriculum Map and Resources - State and Local Academic Assessments - Proficiency Levels - Student Progress Monitoring - PBIS Program and Restorative Practices - Home Strategies for Success

·  IX. Parents/families will be asked for suggestions and recommendations for continued school program effectiveness and/or improvement. Annual surveys will be used for this purpose. Also, they will be asked to participate in discussions relating to the education of their child. Fairfield Area Elementary School will respond to all suggestions and recommendations as soon as practicably possible.

·  X. Fairfield Area Elementary school staff and families will jointly develop and review annually a family-school compact. We believe the school staff, families, and students share in the responsibilities for improved student achievement. 

· XI. Fairfield Area Elementary will provide materials and training to help families to work with their children to improve their children's achievement. The following list of activities and events is a sampling of family involvement opportunities at Fairfield Area Elementary School. 

· Monthly PTO Meetings Kindergarten Transition Events 

· Grade Level Open House Nights 

· Family/Community Events  

·  Parent-Teacher Conferences

Use Additional information regarding opportunities can be found on our school website, http://www. https://www.fairfieldpaschools.org/Domain/46. This Title 1 Parent Involvement Policy for Fairfield Area Elementary School is approved and adopted for the school year 2023-2024. This policy is available on the Fairfield Area School District website to all parents of participating Title 1, Part A
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